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The Cheats prattifed by the Oppofers farther expofed. 


The Confequences of them. 

An Abftratt of the Argument Logically ftated. 
The Aferchants and Manufattures call’d upon to 
There will be a time torefent it, 

And to know who to refent it againft. 


[ee bow they have been impofed spon: 


The Fraud difcover’d anew, the very Day of Writing this Paper. 


An Entry of 40°C. of Block-tin to Marfeilles.’ 
No Ship Enter’d to Marfeilles to carry it. 
The Tin can neither {wim nor fly. 


It goes {hipped on Board a Ship enter’d to the Streights. 


She cannot go there on purpofe, but carries a great many other Goods. 





HERE is no reafon why any Bo- 

dy fhould be cheated, but there are 

many more Reafons why a Nation 

fhould not be cheated, than there 
are fn. the Cafe of a particular Perfon, asthe 
later Cheat, being diffufive and extending. to 
many. Circumftances, becomes fatal on many 
Accounts: For thefe Reafons the Adrcator finds 
it neceflary to dwell a little longer upon the 
Subject. of our being CH EAT ED inall the 
Schemes, given in, or given out, that is printed 
from the Cuftom-houfe Books, or pretended 
to be from the Cuftom-houfe Books conceri- 
ing the Exportation of oar Goods from France. 

That thefe Accoants cannot be perfe@, has 
been anfwerably prov’d, Cavil excepted; the 
Mercator fays unanfwerable, becaufe Demon- 
ftration admits no Anfwer with any but the 
Men who this Paper is engag’d with: There 
~ can be no ftronger Demonftration given of any 

thing, than there has been given of this, viz. 
that great Quantities of Englifh Woollen-Ma- 
nufactures are fent from hence to France, which 
are Enter’d in the Cuftom-houfe Books, as fent 
to other Countries, or to put st the other way, 
which are not Enterd in the Cuftom-houfe 
Books, as Shipped for France: If this be fo, 
how can the Cuftom-houfe Books give a full 
Account? 

The Afercator fhall bring it to a Principle, 
which if they will deny, there can be no Argue 
ment; For, Contra Negantem Principia, non e5t 
difputandum. 

Nothing can produce what it has not of the 
Argument, from which this is the Abftraé, viz. 

The Cuftom-houfe Books have not a full 


Account of aj] the Woollen Goods fhipped 
from England to France. 


J 


Therefore the Cuftom-houfe Books cannot 
give a full Account of all the Woollen Goods 
fhipped from England to France.. 

his, asabove, is the fhort Abftra& of the 
Argument it felf; if it may oblige thefe Peo- 
ples the Mercator fhall go on to prove them to 
e notorious Cheats, and fomerhing elfe too gras 
to name, and much too grofs for them, not to be 
afhamed of, if any Modefty was left to them. Take 
it thus in general Heads. 

If the Cuftom-houfe Books cannot give a full 
Account of all the Englifh Woollen Manufa- 
tures fhipped from England, then thofe who 
have given an Account from the faid Cuftom- 


houfe Books, and have faid it was a full Ace 
count, have fasd falfly. 


If thofe, who have thus /aid falfly have done } 


it, not knowing that they faid falfly, they have 
neverthelefs LY ED to the World in affome- 
ing to affirm what they were not fure of, or 
did not know the Truth of. ! 

__ If thofe, who have thus /aid Phy ly have done 
it, knowing that they fpoke falily, they have 
LY ED to the World in a more dire& and 
palpable manner, becaufe they have drawn 
Lying Inferences from thofe falfe Premifes, 
with defign to delude thofe who read it. 

The Mercator is forced to ufe Words offen- 
five to the Ears of Gentlemen, and which this 
Paper has as much as poffible, tho’ under the 
greateft Provocations avoided ; But Things fo 
Criminal cannot be expreffed but in plain 


Terms, the Neceflity whereof is fufficiently feen 
fron: the Methods which the People take who 
we have to do with. 

It is alfo to be inferred from hence, that 
thefe Men have not only fpoken falfly, and 
done it with a malicious Defign to deceive and 
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our Lofs. 

This is firft telling a falfe Tale, and then 
putting a Cheat upon ,a whole Kingdom, by 
drawing that Falfhood into Confequence: This 
muft neceflarily guide us. to look back to all 
the fham Accounts and falfe Schemes thefe Men 
have drawn, and to fee how they have abufed 
their Country in a fhamelefs manner, calling 
thofe Fragments of Accounts 4 full Account, 
dnd amofing the People with falfe Ballances 
drawn from them. 

The French Trade might well, by fuch Arti- 
fice as this, be brought to Ballance againft us, 
and we might.eafily be brought in Lofers by 
the return, when all the Goods we Imported 
were accounted for, and not half the Exports 
mentioned, or nor to fix it in Quantity, no true 
Account of the Exportation given. 

What prodigious Clamours have thefe Men 
raifed ? What Boldnefs and Infolence have they 
treated the People with, upon the fuppofed 
Lofs of England by the Trade to France ? Could 
any one have thought that all this while their 
Triumphs were founded upon a Fraud, upon a 
known Cheat which now expofes itfelf ? 

Could any one believe, that the Accounts 
they prefum’d to publifh as full Accounts, were 
fo clearly to be feen thro’, and fo eafie to be 
proved impetfec& ? Nute, The Afercator does 


“mot bere infiftupon thofe Accounts being not 
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true, according to the Cuftom-houfe Books ,; 
nor does the Afercator at all Charge the Cuftom- 
houfe Books as not right, or the Commiflioners 
of the Cuftoms as not giving a true Account 
of their Books. Thetwo laft the Afercator has 
no reafon to fufpect;, the Cheats of the firit 
the Mercator has fufficiently ex pofed already. 
Bur the Afercator {peaks it plainly, the Com- 
miffioners of the Cuftom-houfe may give a true 
Account of their Books, and their Books may 
contain an exact Account of the Entries made, 
and Goods fhipp’d by thofe Entries for France. 


But the faid: Books not containing a full Ac- 


count of thofe Goods, which being Entred for 
other Places, are fhipped and actually cartyed 
to France, it is impoflible the Commiffioners 
can give an Account of them. 

Thus there is a great difference between a full 
Account andatrue Account; an imperfect Ac- 


count may beatrue Abftract from the Books, 


but it cannot be atrue Account of the Trade: 
And by this little diftinétion a horrid Fraud 
has been carryed on, and the whole Nation 
Cheated in aimamier, as can fcarce be parallell’d 
in the World. | 

The Fraud being thus proved, and the Kna- 
very of the'People being thusexpofed, the Afer- 
cator recommends it to all the Merchants of 
Britain, and to all the poor labouring Manu- 
f:cturers who have been Cheated one of their 


- Employments, and perfwaded to believe againt 











their Senfes, that the French Trade, which has 
hitherto been carryed on fo much to our Profit, 






was toour Lofs; that they would look back up- 
onthe Meafures which have*been taken to Im- 
pofe upon them, and fee how'they have been De- 
luded, @nd by who; that they would confider 
how far thefe Men are tg be trufted, how far 
any thing they fay is to be believed, and that 
they would beware of being Cheated with great 
Words, and not be Bullied out of their Under- 
{tandings by a Combination of Rogues from 
abroad, that having hired Mercenaries at home 
compleatly ignorant of \w at they undertake to 
fpeak of, and pitifully given up to {wallow the 
profleft things that others dictate to them, are 


«made Inftruments to Deceive and Delude others, 


and to fpread thofe Delufions thro’ the Country. 

It is not poffible, but when the People of 
Britain come to fee in what manner they have 
been Impofed upon, what Accounts the Bal- 
lances of Trade that have fhewn them are drawn 
from, what has been foifted intothem to make 
them up, and what a part of the Trade there is 
difcovered which never could be brought into 
them. 

It is impoflible but thefe Things muft fill them 
with Indignation, and caufe them to look upon 
the Wretches who hav: been the Inftruments of 
their Delufion, witha refentment fuitable to the 
Crime ; and no doubt but a time may come when 
that refentment may be blefs’d with an Occafion 
to fhew itfelf. 

When the Mercator gave a sketch of the 
Exportations to France, in order not to fup- 
pofe them capable of a full difcovery, fome of 
the remote and occult Channels of that Trade 
were mentioned, and an uncertain for a certain 
Sum put down, as it had been Calculated by 
Men of undoubted Judgment, and from the 
Report of Merchants experienced in the faid 
Trade, as by way of Holland and Flanders, and 
the Navigation from thence into France by the 
Rivers of Maes, Rhine, Mofelle, the Scheld 
and the Sambre,- and fhew’d that 400000 1. was 
always fuppofed to go from thofe Countries 
yearly into France of our Woollen Goods only ; 
nay, Dr. Davenant in his Report fays 300000 1, 
per Annum only for Flanders, 

But the Mercator confeffes, this ftream of 
Commerce to France by the Mediterranean, and 
the concealing of Goods fent to Marfeilles under 
the head of the Streights, did not then occur. 
But it is furprizing to fee the Quantity of 
Goods every Day fhipped fo, and no one can 
avoid being touch’d with it, that fo great a 
Trade to France has been concealed. 

Even, while this is Writing, we fee an Entry 
of 40 C. of Block-Tin at the Cuftom-houfe, May 
13. for Marfeilles. The Afercator defires any 
Merchant to examine how it goes; the Tin is 
heavy, it cannot fly nor fwim, and there is no 
Ship Entred for Marfeilles; The Afercator en- 
quires of it thus: 


P 


1. Does not this Tin go to Marfeilles by fome 
Ship Entred to the Streights ? : 


2. Does that Ship go thither for 40C. of 
Tin without other Goods, or no? 


3- Does that Shipcarry any Woollen Mant- 
faétures to Marfeilles, or does fhe not? 
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